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lea-bridge-gateway-masterplan
As usual the main focus of the Argall BID Newsletter 
is to shine a light on some of the characters and 
businesses here, raise awareness and hopefully increase 
business. This edition features a wide cross section 
of the business talent we have in the area, embracing 
manufacturing, photography, sign-making, natural 
beauty products and bespoke couture – enjoy!

As we enter the summer months, we hope the warmer 
weather and relaxations on COVID restrictions in July 
will lead to more fruitful months ahead for the businesses 
community in the Argall Industrial Area. As most of you 
will know LBWF has been busy throughout the pandemic 
distributing money from central government whether 
via business rates relief or via direct grants. All grant 
information is flagged on the Argall bid website:  
www.argallbid.co.uk. 
In other news you may want to see the latest 
developments on the Lea Bridge Gateway masterplan; 
businesses should be contacted in the autumn as part of 
the ongoing consultations see all updates here: 
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NEW LONDON METALS on Cromwell Industrial 
Estate is a family business owned and run by the 
amicable Dogan Bostan.  Dogan was born in Istanbul 
and studied business at university there. Dogan was 
keen to come to the UK to see if he could make a better 
life for himself. Initially his father was against it, as he 
had been to the UK and did not like it, so he felt Dogan 
was making a mistake. Dogan came to UK in 1999, he 
had an uncle in Enfield and he started business with his 
brother in law, initially based in local Fairways Business 
Centre, doing what he is doing now – stainless steel 
fabrication and installations; most customers were kebab 

shops and coffee shops, most custom came as a result 
of advertising in the Turkish press and word of mouth. 
As the business grew they moved to 97 Lea Bridge 
Road (now the development at the junction of Argall 
Way and Lea Bridge Road) before moving to current 
premises on Cromwell Estate in 2011. Business is still 
growing with the expat community comprising about 
90% of business. London Metals specialise in bespoke 
stainless steel and metal fabrication for restaurants, 
schools, places of worship, bespoke ventilation systems, 
industrial and domestic kitchens, security gates 
and stairs. They also supply stainless steel sheets – 
definitely the place to contact for all things relating to 
stainless steel and metal. Dogan employs 7 full time 
staff, comprised of family and friends, and enjoys the 
location as it provides excellent access to his pan-UK 
customer base.  Dogan says the business is solid and 
will eventually be left to his son to take over.
  
New London Metal & Signs | Unit 12-13 Cromwell 
Estate E10 7QZ | www.newlondonmetal.co.uk | 
Tel: 07733 344 423|       @londonmetalstore 

SALIH, DOGAN, DENIZ AND ALI IN THE WORKSHOP 
WITH THE CNC PRESSBRAKE MACHINE

NEW LONDON METALS

WILD POPPIES OPPOSITE THE ARGALL CAR PARK, 
SNAPPED BY OUR SECURITY GUARD PETER 
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ECSO is one of the only surviving businesses on 
Burwell Road, the majority of businesses having 
moved on to accommodate the major development at 
97 Lea Bridge Road. Ecso is a high-end manufacturer 
of bespoke men’s and women’s couture, run and 
owned by Mehmet Balaman. Mehmet was born 
in Malatya in Eastern Anatolia before moving 
to Istanbul, then emigrating to UK in 1970 when 
he was 6 years old. Mehmet’s father was a highly 
skilled tailor, and he set up business in what was 
then a thriving garment trade in north east London. 
Mehmet’s family lived in Islington, Mehmet attending 
Ambler primary school and Clissold Park secondary, 
before the family moved out to Whipps Cross.

MEHMET IN THE OFFICE AT BURWELL ROAD

ECSO (UK) LTD

DISCO DICKINS is the brand name for super talented 
artist, designer and signpainter Hannah Dickins. 
When questioned on the business name Hannah says 
it was an old nickname that arose out of her dislike for 
techno, and it just stuck. Hannah grew up in Kentish 
town and attended Ackland Burleigh secondary school 
in Tufnell Park, before doing an Art Foundation course 
and then a degree in Graphic Communication at 
Middlesex University, graduating in 2005. 

Hannah has been involved in a multitude of different 
design projects, from designing Scooby Doo packaging 
to working for the Disney Store (Hammersmith) 
working on package design, to time spent in product 
design for the BBC, producing merchandise for Dr 
Who (ask Hannah to see the great badge designs she 
made to showcase the Dr. Whos past and present!) 
amongst other things. Following on from the BBC, 
Hannah went on to work for Nickelodeon, designing 
children’s fashion, with clothes ending up in Primark. 
Hannah grew tired of this ‘fast fashion’ and set up 
as a freelancer from a studio in Ridley Road in 2017. 
Hannah started signwriting as a hobby  and wanted to 
credit gifted and experienced signwriter/teacher Nick 
Garrett who gave inspiration and helped her develop 
her creative talent. Hannah has designed an array of 
signs for many private clients, and her work can also 
be seen and appreciated on London and other streets, 
including Love Shack on Cambridge Heath Road, a 
mural on Hackney Downs created with local 11-19 
year olds, the British Library, the Coopeland Gallery, 
a mural in New York, signpainting at Shangri-La and 
Glastonbury festivals, and work with brand experience 
agency Sink the Pink and the Mighty Hoopla festival 
via East Creative, based in neighbouring Leyton 
Studios, and even work on a Hollywood film! 

Hannah is available for private commissions, available 
for all kinds of sign work, including logos, menus, 
branding and sign painting. If you would like to contact 
Hannah you can reach her via her website, contact 
details below. Hannah likes the ethos of small business 
over big corporates and will also soon be turning 
her considerable talents to upcycling furniture and 
homeware design with her new venture Oui C’est bon, 
which you can view on Instagram at: @oui.cestbon.ldn

Disco Dickins | Email: design@discodickins.com | 
https://www.discodickins.com/ |      @disco_dickins

DISCO DICKINS

HANNAH AT WORK

...continued on p3
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THE YARDS STUDIO is a unique collection of 
bespoke studio and gallery space run and managed 
by 3 photographers and good friends, Mike Blackett, 
Leandro Farina and Nick Howe. Mike, Leandro and 
Nick were previously working out of studio space 
in Blackhorse Road, where they all met around 2015, 
desk renting and shooting small projects in a 500 
sq. ft studio. Moving to Leyton Studios in 2018, the 
guys initially worked out of the current downstairs 
studio, experiencing 6 quiet months before taking on 
the much larger life style studio and now operate out 
of the whole upstairs and downstairs area known as 
The Yards. The space comprises a 4500 sq. ft lifestyle 
studio and a 3000 sq. ft drive in cove studio and is 
available for hire via the contact details below. Each 
photographer has their own specialist interest, Mike 
specialises in Fashion and Beauty, Leandro in still 
life and fashion whilst Nick deals mostly in drinks 
and lifestyle photography. It’s a perfect working 
arrangement with 3 good friends working in a fantastic 
environment, full of light and ready to be transformed 
depending on the client. Leandro grew up in Bounds 
Green and attended college in west London, then 
studying visual arts at University before moving 
to North America to pursue his passion for still life 
photography, also working on a few advertising 
campaigns before returning to London, mainly 
working in still life and fashion photography, starting 
out on his own 12 years ago. Mike, who was born in 
Bogota, started off in finance, attending banking 
school before studying a fine art and photography 
degree in Bournemouth before moving to London to 
work as an assistant photographer. Nick went to school 
in Bedford and studied history at Sheffield University, 
had some experience in creative agencies before 
retraining as a photographer 8 years ago, studying at 
the SPEOS photography school in Paris before moving 

to Blackhorse road studios in 2015 which brings us back 
to where we started! Current live projects include a 
new gallery space downstairs where the aspiration is to 
showcase established and local artists, all promotions 
for the studios can be viewed on Instagram. Studio 
Manager of the yards is Rebecca Swallow, if you want to 
book a studio just get in touch, details below, the space 
and the vibe is both friendly and professional.    
The Yards Studio | 15 Argall Avenue E10 7QE 
Email: bookings@theyards.studio 
Tel: 0207 097 3803 | https://www.theyards.studio/ 
     @theyards.studio

Mehmet went on to study computer science at 
Hatfield Polytechnic and after graduating in 1985 he 
joined his dad’s garment making firm, then operating 
on Kingsland Road in Hackney, doing lots of different 
jobs until he understood all aspects of the business. 
When his dad retired, Mehmet took over, moving to 
current premises on Burwell Road in 2000. Initially 
Mehmet continued the trend of working in mass 
production, fabricating garments for high street retail 
such as River Island and Topshop, but the constant 
drive to provide more for less and the competition 
from cheaper mass production abroad led Mehmet 
to think of a new business model, and in 2005 the 
business moved towards sample manufacturing, 

producing bespoke items for high end customers. 
The business moved from mass producing garments 
for general retail to making small production runs 
of 50 samples for discrete clients. Ecso is a family 
business with 10 staff. Mehmet says the area has 
improved since it became more residential and in 
future he plans to pay off his debts and in retire! 
Alongside the garment business Mehmet has 
just launched a new online business with his son, 
providing an all in one solution for travel hygiene, 
ideal for travellers and businesses in the current 
climate https://www.mytravelpouch.com/, all products 
can be purchased via the website. 
  
Ecso (UK) Ltd | Unit 2 Burwell Road E10 7QG | 
Tel: 0208 558 3504

THE YARDS 
STUDIO

NICK, LEANDRO, MIKE AND PIP IN THE MAIN 
STUDIO 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD BOTANICALS is the 
brainchild of owner and former sound engineer 
Micaela Nisbet. Neighbourhood Botanicals produce 
totally natural skincare products with a carbon 
neutral footprint – unique in the UK. Having spent 
lots of time touring and working late nights Micaela 
was driven to formulate her own skin care products 
to retain healthy, glowing skin, which over time 
has grown into the flourishing business that now 
operates out of E10.  It is also one of a very select 
number of companies to have beauty products listed 
on Amazon – no mean achievement.  Neighbourhood 
Botanicals is a small business run by Micaela and 
a few colleagues, Florence Robertson and Lotte 
Conway-Plumb. Florence is from Hertfordshire; after 
university she started working in music production, 
tour management and hospitality, touring with major 
promoters and artists. Whilst working with hip hop 
artist Rejjie Snow Florence met business founder 
Micaela, who was the sound engineer on the tour. 
COVID brought a halt to the live music scene and in 
this hiatus Micaela, who had been busy establishing 
Neighbourhood Botanicals as a side interest whilst 
working in the music industry, decided to go full 
time with the revolutionary skincare business, and 
needed to call in some friendly support. Micaela 
contacted Florence and asked her to come aboard for 
her expertise in spreadsheets, finance and logistics 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR BUSINESS TO BE FEATURED IN THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER PLEASE TELEPHONE THE BID OFFICE AND SPEAK TO 
JUNEED ON: 07517985634 OR EMAIL: JUNEED@ARGALLBID.CO.UK

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
BOTANICALS FLORENCE, MICAELA AND LOTTE IN 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD BOTANICALS 
LABORATORY

and they have been working together ever since, 
initially moving into a unit in Leyton Industrial 
village in early 2020 before taking on another unit 
to accommodate business growth. Lab manager 
Lotte Conway-Plumb is another crucial team 
member, who mixes, formulates and labels the 
product. Lotte grew up in Yarmouth and studied 
fashion and textiles at Art College before moving 
to London in 2011, (which she describes as quite 
a shock), Initially doing modelling work and bar 
work before deciding to go travelling in 2018.  Lotte 
likens formulating new products to mixing and 
making cocktails at the Every Cloud bar in Hackney 
where she worked previously. Like her colleagues, 
Lotte is a multi-talented individual, who also 
has a degree in Architecture and is a big roller-
skating fan, interested in skatepark design. The 
business environment is fun, with a strong focus on 
completely natural, high quality skincare products, 
fabricated and made in East London. These 
products are well worth a try -  see the website for a 
comprehensive list of available skincare products. 

Neighbourhood Botanicals  
Unit 46N Leyton Industrial village  
https://www.neighbourhoodbotanicals.com/ 
     @neighbourhoodbotanicals
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